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April 2023 


Annual General Meeting and Members Night—Tuesday 4 April 8.00 p.m. 
Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room 


Speaker: Rod Lowther, GFNC 
Topic: The Grasshopper family 


General Meeting—Tuesday 2 May 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


Speaker: Guy Dutson 
Topic: Fauna of Papua New Guinea 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Annalisa Cranby and Tim Stephens, Fyansford; Sandy Jones, Grovedale; Monika Saramowicz, Geelong; 
Bec Trezise and Jack Armstrong, Breakwater. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of ‘Zoom and Room for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season: winter events will mainly be via Zoom. For General and Bird Group meetings at the Botanic Gardens the 
meeting room will be open by 7.30 p.m. so always feel free to come early for a chat, or maybe check out the Library, as 
we like to start meetings at 8.00 p.m. 

For all meetings and excursions please do NOT attend if you are feeling unwell. 

Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 24 April. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great helo—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog—to the editor. 
The editor for the May edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gtnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 


www.ginc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 

Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at hitos://www.dropbox.com/ 
sh/6wnnoji3jsuow10/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZooBtEN Ta?dl=0 

Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelonginc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 
Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The front cover photo of a Southern Forest Bat Vespadelus regulus, was taken by Trevor Pescott during the club's 
fauna survey at Red Gum Island, 9/03/2023 (see p.15 for the survey report). 

The back cover photo of club member Lynne Clarke was taken by Susan Kruss at the club’s Bird Group excursion to 
Rice Nature Reserve, 23/3/2023 (see p. 21 for the excursion report). Lynne was photographing a Black and White Giant 
Fly (see photos p.11 ). 


President’s report 2022 


resident’s Overview 

On behalf of the Committee, | want to thank all 
members who have contributed to club activities during the 
last year. As well as those in formal committee and 
executive roles, this includes group coordinators; 
presenters; excursion leaders; Geelong Naturalist 
contributors, editors, copyeditors, and proof-readers; those 
who prepared environmental submissions to councils and 
other bodies; and those who participated in surveys. 


Last year we noted that we ‘will need to review what 
activities need to be cut back in 2023’. This report notes 
that we have placed the Plant Group into recess and 
reduced the number of full Fauna surveys. A review of the 
Geelong Naturalist is close to complete with the decision 
on its future format one for the new Committee. One factor 
is the workload of the production team. The Conservation 
Subcommittee have also been choosing their battles. 


Despite these changes we are still over reliant on the 
efforts of a few, and we continue to have several members 
‘double hatting’ in various roles. We have been successful 
in growing membership to over 300, but less successful in 
growing the number of active volunteers as opposed to 
participants, or silent members. 


In early 2016 the AGM failed to have sufficient Committee 
nominations to run the club and there was a real risk of 
closure. That crisis was a useful warning and passed. We 
remain viable for 2023, and expect to have one new 
Committee member, but some on the Committee are 
looking for a break. In 2022 the main governance task was 
developing and agreeing a Child Safe Policy and reporting 
procedures plus a Code of Conduct for members, which 
you ll hear more about during the AGM. However, other 
tasks remain incomplete; notably a review of our excursion 
procedures, clarity on roles and responsibilities, and a 
refresh of our club Rules for Incorporation to match what 
we actually do. 


As the Treasurer's Report shows, we are not short of 
funds, and we plan a drawdown in 2023; but we want to 
spend wisely, and that takes effort. Some organisations 
employ staff to reduce the day-to-day burden on volunteers 
to free up time, but | don’t think we want to take that route. 


Although this is a ‘President's Report’ it incorporates input 
from several members, thank you! 


Membership 

Our membership decreased slightly during the year with a 
final membership at the end of the year of 306. The 40 new 
members (compared with 62 last year) did not quite 
compensate for the 47 members who chose not to renew 
their subscriptions. There are now nine Life Members, with 
the recognition of John Newman in December. 


In addition to Rustem Upton who died early in the year, two 


Graham Possingham, President 


other members passed away in 2022: Terence Reichl who 
joined in 2017, and one of our founding members, lan 
Woodland. Members who attended our 50th anniversary 
celebrations in 2011 will remember some of lan’s excellent 
photography. 


General Meetings and Excursions 

A variety of topics were covered as part of the club's 
General Meeting speakers program, giving members an 
insight into many aspects of natural history. Andy 
McCauley informed us about the fight to prevent 
degradation of Karaaf Wetlands; Thomas Nixon explained 
the concept of Phillip Island as an Island Ark; Jules 
Farquhar taught us about the Lizards of the Geelong 
region, notably Glassy Grass Skinks; Mark Bachman 
spoke about the many successful wetland improvement 
projects undertaken by the Nature Glenelg Trust; the 20- 
year anniversary of the establishment of Marine National 
Parks was discussed by Mark Rodrigue; the ancient 
geology and fossils of the Flinders Ranges was revealed 
by Marilyn Hewish; Peter Menkhorst explained the history 
of koala management in Victoria; Wayne Costa detailed 
the complex life cycle of our local eels; and the impact of 
predators on small mammals after fire was revealed by 
Mark Le Pla’s recent research. 


Members’ night presentations included Birds of Farmland 
near Ocean Grove by Richard Weatherly; and the South 
Eastern Bellarine Project with Angie Poole. John Newman 
presented a talk on butterflies on the occasion of his award 
of Life Membership of the GFNC in December. 


The excursion program involved visits to many interesting 
sites from across the region. Close to Geelong we 
explored nature at Queens Park and Balyang Sanctuary. 
Further afield, excursions were undertaken to Anakie 
Gorge, Swan Bay, Inverleigh, Erskine Falls, Point Lonsdale 
and Moggs Creek. 


On our excursion to Steiglitz in September 2022, we joined 
the Friends of Brisbane Ranges to assist a group of 
international visitors participating in a forum on botanical 
gardens, to explore the highlights of Bert Boardman 
Reserve. A visit to private property at George's Hill near 
Ceres allowed us to see the ancient greenstone used by 
the Wadawarrung and quarried as decorative stone in 
more recent times. 


Plant Group 

The Plant Group was able to increasingly apply our 
collective botanical knowledge to identify plant species 
observed in the field. We conducted a formal flora survey, 
using survey techniques, at the disused Barwon Water 
Bellarine Basin. The survey, conducted in April 2022, 
generated an extensive plant list for this site that is due to 
be opened up and made accessible to the general 
community soon. A visit to the Bellarine Indigenous Plant 
Nursery provided insight into specific plant species and 
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methods of propagation used to grow a wide variety of 
local plants. Our nursery visit was accompanied by a 
guided walk in the adjacent remnant woodland which 
revealed some of the propagated plants in their natural 
environment. 


An initial survey of plants at the Teasdale Timber Reserve 
in October 2022 stimulated much interest and we returned 
to the same site in November to better observe late spring- 
flowering species, including Sun Orchids Thelymitra sp. 
We were rewarded with a spectacular show of flowering 
herbaceous species and many beautiful Sun Orchids. A 
further visit in December focused on identifying the many 
native grasses of this reserve. 


In May, we welcomed Jennifer Dearnaley as guest 
speaker of the Wider Geelong Flora Lecture (WGFL). Jen 
gave as a detailed discussion of Wadawarrung 
Ethnobotany—how the Wadawarrung used a wide variety 
of plants as food, medicine, tool making plus the cultural 
significance of many plants. This was a highly popular talk, 
given via Zoom, to a large club and community audience. 


Brad Ferrier’s presentation for the August WGFL outlined 
the special adaptations to the root systems of many 
Australian plant species. These adaptations allow the 
extraction of nutrients directly from the minerals in the rock 
particles within the soil and survive in nutrient depleted 
Soils. 


The Plant Group is in recess for 2023 but will continue to 
organise ad-hoc flora surveys at some regional sites 
during the year. 


Bird Group 

In January our perennial Quiz was put into recess and 
several members gave short presentations on a range of 
topics with the theme ‘my favourite birds and places’. 
Following on from 2020 and 2021 all our meetings were 
conducted via Zoom and once again the standard was 
very high with many and varied topics. Early on we were 
brought up to date with reports on recovery actions for two 
critically endangered species—Plains-wanderer (Chris 
Hartnett, Zoos Vic) and the Regent Honeyeater (Dean 
Ingwerson, BirdLife Australia). Bradley Clarke-Wood 
followed this theme later in the year bringing us up to date 
with recent research on Australasian Bitterns. Enthusiastic 
young researchers Laura Tan and Jessica McLachlan held 
us captivated with their research findings on Little Raven 
predation on Little Penguins and vocal communication 
between New Holland Honeyeaters in the National Botanic 
Gardens, respectively. Rachel Pritchard dusted off her 
PhD thesis to provide a thoughtfully insightful journey 
through the behaviour of Dusky Woodswallows. Henry 
otoetzel told us of habitat modelling to guide searches for 
Carpentarian Grasswrens, Andrew Bennett looked at the 
response of woodland birds to landscape change and 
restoration. Mike Clarke gave a wonderful presentation on 
the recovery of bird communities at Wilson's Promontory 
after bushfires and floods and everyone who zoomed in 
was Captivated by Jeff Davies’ presentation on the 
rationale for the Compact Australian Bird Guide. 
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Except for October, when the excursion to Lake Ayrey and 
Birregurra was cancelled due to extremely wet weather 
and flooding of the Barwon River, 2022 was the first year 
since 2019 in which we were able to conduct our Bird 
Group excursions as scheduled. We appreciated many 
enjoyable trips starting the year with a walk at Fyansford 
followed by a visit to Balyang Sanctuary. The year 
progressed with outings to Swan Bay, Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve, Anglesea Heath, Pt Addis and Ironbark 
Basin followed by Lara Lake, Grasstree Park and Pt 
Impossible/Breamlea area. In August the focus returned to 
the Bellarine Peninsula with a visit to Yellow Gums 
Reserve and Blue Waters followed by a visit to a drier part 
of our area in the eastern Brisbane Ranges. A visit to 
Freshwater Creek was a very pleasant way to finish the 
year. Sincere thanks to the nine members who so willing 
offered to lead these excursions! 


In 2022 members helped with the three Orange-bellied 
Parrot surveys and two shorebird surveys were completed. 
Hooded Plover wardening was completed and a number of 
members keenly participated in the bi-annual Hooded 
Plover survey conducted every second November. 


Fauna Group 

Fauna surveys were carried out on three occasions in 
2022—Bambra bushland reserve in April where we found 
many Agile Antechinuses, Sparrovale in May and Spring 
Creek in October where Swamp Rats were plentiful. We 
have continued to monitor tile grids at Sutherlands Creek 
as part of the CCMA Grassy Eucalypt Woodland project, at 
Manna Gum Place, a City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) 
reserve, and at Bannockburn Bush where we relocated the 
tiles from the south edge of the north block to a site 
adjacent to Barwon Water land. 


At our annual Group meeting in early 2023 we resolved to 
reduce the number of 3-night surveys mainly because of 
difficulty in finding anyone able to organise and lead a 
Survey each month. 


We decided to recommend the purchase of some new high 
-resolution cameras and increase the use of them ina 
search for both terrestrial and arboreal species, so that the 
reduction in active trapping would not impact adversely on 
our fauna study. 


Harp trapping has resumed with two searches at Red Gum 
Island producing Little Forest Bat and Southern Forest Bat, 
and a one-night survey at Point Richards, Portarlington. 


We have several tile grids in place on the Bellarine 
Peninsula, including on the west shore of Swan Bay 
searching for Swamp Skinks, so far without success. 


Our Animal Ethics project approval was renewed in 
January for another three years, and our other permits are 
also current for the remainder of this year. 


Conservation Group 
The Conservation Subcommittee has been involved in a 
range of issues throughout the year. The key issues were: 


Barwon Heads Roadworks 

The report commissioned by CoGG detailing ways of 
improving the habitat and management of the Belmont 
Common for Latham’s Snipe took quite some time to 
finalise. Implementing the report's recommendations 
during the road works was assisted by regular GFNC input 
and on-site visits. 


Barwon River Flagship Waterway project (CCMA)—Upper 
Barwon area 

The Corangamite CMA is partnering with Barwon Water 
and Upper Barwon Landcare Network to work with 
landholders and the community to look at ways to manage 
environmental water flows to best improve water quality 
and the health of the riparian vegetation. 


Friends of Barwon 

GFNC sent a letter of support re a stronger approach to 
the State Government's Water Strategy. They are 
advocating as part of the Barwon River Parklands project. 


Fyanstord motorcycle track near the Barwon River. 

There has been a continued lack of action from CoGG/ 
CCMA/EPA in following up the illegal works undertaken in 
the river plain area. 


Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto langi-ut initiative survey (Barwon 
River Parklands) 

This is a major CCMA project that will influence 
developments and uses along a large section of local 
waterways. It will create a masterplan for the Barwon and 
Moorabool Rivers through Geelong. 


Coastal and Marine Management Plans (CMMP) 2020-25 
The Southern Bellarine Coastal and Marine Management 
Plan 2025 (CoGG & BoQ) has received ministerial 
approval. GFNC members provided input and 
recommendations. 


CoGG Biodiversity Strategy Technical Advisory Group 
This group is designed to generate information and ideas 
to influence the draft CoGG Biodiversity Strategy that will 
be released in 2023. CoGG is creating a State of 
Geelong's Nature Report. The plan is to divide the CoGG 
into 6 regions that will each have detailed biodiversity 
strategies. 


Distinctive Areas & Landscape reviews—Surf Coast & 
Bellarine 

Despite input to the contrary from GFNC, reports on both 
areas provided for urban development. The State 
Government overruled the recommendations in both 
cases and ruled that no urban expansion was to take 
place in Spring Creek and that current Bellarine town 
boundaries be protected. 


Moolap Wetlands 

Members attended an on-line session (with GEC and 
Birdlife) in April regarding the preparation of the Moolap 
Wetlands and Former Saltworks Management Masterplan. 
Progress is slow with some indications of action by mid- 
2023. 


Northern and Western Geelong Growth Areas 

Whilst tt appears that planning is on hold for the southern 
section until after the Batesford quarry closes, the Club will 
continue to contribute to CoGG work under this heading 
as opportunities for consultation are available, including 
monitoring how the significant grasslands within the 
growth area will be conserved or developed. 


Ramsar wetlands extensions submissions 

The GFNC submitted a detailed response to the proposed 
extension of the local Ramsar site by the inclusion of 
eleven new wetland areas. The most significant sites were 
the Moolap / Pt Henry site and the Lonsdale Lakes zone 
that included Lake Victoria. The process for inclusion is 
detailed and may take some time. 


Environment Fund 

For the fund to continue to operate as a Deductible Gift 
recipient under changes to ATO rules applying to Funds 
registered with the Register of Environmental Organisation 
it became necessary for the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club to be a registered charity. The necessary process 
was undertaken, and the club was registered with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission 
effective 27/06/2022. The registration has no material 
effect upon the operation of the GFNC except for some 
reporting and governance requirements. 


The fund has received generous donations from members 
and others. Three projects were supported by the fund or 
in conjunction with support from GFNC general funds. 

e Improving the field efficiency of a large-scale research 
program investigating the response of predators and 
prey to fire in the Carlisle Heath by Mark le Pla of the 
Conservation Ecology Centre. We funded 
accommodation costs to reduce travel requirements. 
Support was provided for the first year with a view to 
funding a similar amount in 2023. 

e MacKillop Education Mindful Twitchers. Funding was 
provided to purchase a class set of binoculars and bird 
field guides. This activity supported small class 
activities to organise excursions in the Geelong area 
for birdwatching. MacKillop Education caters for 
students with diverse and complex needs. 

e Ecology of Powerful Owls in different land-use types. 
Funding to purchase GPS and Radio Trackers was 
committed from the Environment Fund. GFNC 
Committee also assisted with field work travel costs. 


Nature Records and Bioblitzes 

GFNC members continue to be regular submitters of 
observation data to eBird, iNaturalist and the club's web 
site, with the latter data forwarded to the Atlas of Living 
Australia or eBird. iNaturalist observations numbers within 
the Geelong Bioblitz region increased by almost 40%, 
partly due to lifting of COVID movement restrictions, and 
club members remain a major contributing group. The 
eBird Big Day Out and iNaturalist bioblitzes are now 
highlighted activities in our club's event calendar. These 
activities help to foster peoples’ participation in recording 
nature observations with some new members registering 
with these online recording platforms to be able to be 
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involved. 


The City Nature Challenge held at the end of April was 
disappointing with less than favourable weather, and while 
Our participation level was good the number of 
observations submitted was considerably reduced. The 
second bioblitz of the year in October, the Great Southern 
Bioblitz, proved to be a revival as we had our highest 
number of observations recorded so far for the 6 bioblitz 
events we have been involved in over the last 3 years. 


Other Activities 

The club, in partnership with CoGG, became a major 
sponsor of the Nature Stewards Program with a successful 
10-week training course held in the second half of the 
year. A few members were directly involved as expert 
subject presenters who shared their natural history 
knowledge with participants. 


We spent two weekends (in Autumn and Spring) removing 
Boneseed from our area in the You Yangs and have now 
returned our area to a ‘pre-COVID' state. This year will 
mark the 60th anniversary of the start of this work. We also 
organised Clean Up Australia Day events at Jerringot and 
Seaview Park. 


Publications and Communications 

Over the past year members have continued to receive 
their PDF copies of the Geelong Naturalist via delivery to 
their email inbox each month. For a small number of 
members who dont have ready access to email, a 
photocopy version is sent via post. 


The Geelong Naturalist is an important communication tool 
and magazine of record of our local natural history 


observations and club activities. However, the last 
significant review of the magazine occurred many years 
ago. Since that time, there have been significant changes 
in the way the club engages and communicates with 
members, notably regular emailed newsletters with 
information on upcoming events. 


A review of the Geelong Naturalist commenced in the 
second half of 2022. Valuable feedback on the publication 
was received from club members through a successful 
focus group held in December. Further feedback was 
received from regular magazine contributors and other 
interested club members. 

Overall, member feedback was very positive, presenting a 
picture of strong connection and engagement with the 
Geelong Naturalist. The content is relevant and of interest 
and the publication is valued both for the currency of 
content and also as a research tool. 


However, our analysis of the feedback indicates that while 
there are areas of strength, there are also areas where the 
publication could and should be improved. The Editorial 
Team is currently working on enhancements to the 
magazine and more information about proposed changes 
will be available in coming weeks. 


The club's public Facebook page and members group 
continued to gain in followers and usage. The website is 
not particularly accessible on a mobile phone, has sections 
that are now redundant with the rise of Facebook usage, 
and there are also some technical reasons to update the 
software. We have, though, continued to add new content 
such as the Trip Plans to support bioblitzes. We will review 
the content, design, and software during 2023. 


At the Bird Group excursion, Rice Nature Reserve, 


23/3/23 
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Photo: Trevor Hodson 


Treasurer’s report 2022 


ummary 
The club (excluding the Environment Fund) ran a 

$3400 surplus in the 2022 financial year, against a 

budgeted $10 000 deficit. The impacts of COVID-19 have 

continued to impact on this result. The main variations to 

plan were: 

— deferring production of the Geelong Bird Report to 2023 

($5800) 

— not being able to undertake Reedy Lake flights due to 

COVID-19 and high water levels ($6000) 

— lower maintenance and purchase of new equipment 

($3200) 


Income 

Membership income of $10 462 came from 64 joint 
memberships, 154 individual memberships, 12 student 
members and 3 corporate memberships. Membership fees 
were held at the same rate as 2020 and remain 
unchanged for 2023. 


We received $740 in donations. Bank interest fell again 
this year to $147. 


We again received $5000 from the City of Greater 
Geelong associated with community bird survey work at 
Sparrovale. 


Expenditure 

Ongoing expenses in 2022 were lower than the budgeted 
amount representing the bulk of the end of year outcome. 
Geelong Naturalist printing and postage costs relate to 
principally an online product which is reflecting savings 
compared with previous years with costs at $200 
compared with budget of $450. 


Equipment and survey costs were also low ($2900) due to 
limited activity. Minimal use was made of the Meeting 
room during 2022. IT and other general costs were within 
budget as was Insurance and Incorporation fees of $1224. 


Once again we provided funds for the Gordon TAFE 
GFNC Scholarship with a donation of $1500 up from 
$1000 the previous year. We also supported several 
environmental organisations, with donations of $100 each 


Chris White, Honorary Treasurer 


to Environmental Justice Victoria, BirdLife Australia, 
Nature Glenelg Trust, RVOTDS Duck Shooting Campaign 
and the Victorian National Parks Association. We also 
Supported our two key observation record partners: eBird 
with $104 ($US75) and iNaturalist with $100. We also 
helped fund the Nature Stewards Program ($2500) and 
the Deakin University Powerful Owl research with $1500 
from the Club account. 


We spent $249 on memberships with other organisations 
including the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, Friends of 
Geelong Botanic Gardens, the Victorian Environment 
Friends Network, the South-East Australian Naturalists’ 
Association, and Geelong Sustainability. Some of these 
are reciprocal arrangements. 


Net Assets 

Cash/investment balance, excluding the Environment 
Fund, is $73 612. This includes a $29 488 Term Deposit 
that was rolled over another 18 months. We reduced the 
carrying value of our physical assets to allow for 
depreciation and retirement. However, the value of 
equipment has increased reflecting the purchase of a new 
defibrillator ($2130). Total assets are $120 523. 


Environment Fund 

The fund now holds $17 849. The trustees of the fund 
have solicited proposals from various environmental, 
scientific, and educational organisation so that we can 
spend that money over the next few years: and potentially 
also draw from general club funds. 


Forward Planning 

We continue to have an unnecessarily high cash balance. 
At the last AGM we called for ideas on how to spend it, but 
COVID-19 made it difficult to action these. The 2023 
budget allows for a deficit of approximately $18 500, which 
includes a $5000 provision for such proposals. Members 
are asked for any suggestions they have to develop plans 
to spend this allocation. We are particularly keen to 
receive proposals/ideas which include for the management 
and delivery of the spending. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 


Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
Members are encouraged to arrive early at general meetings. 
The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to other members and visitors. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 


deductible. 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 


CBA Cheque Account Number 063 525 10034365 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022 


Cash book balance brought forward 
RECEIPTS 
Subscriptions from members 
Ordinary 
Joint/Family 
Organisation Libraries 
Corporate 
Junior/FT Student 
Part-time Student 


Total 


Proceeds from fund raising 

Donations 

Government grants (CoGG)/other grants 
Field surveys 

Sale of items at cost 

Bird Report sales & prepaid postage 
Interest 

Excursion & camp receipts 

Special projects 

Sundries 


Total 


Less PAYMENTS 

Printing of Geelong Naturalist 
Posting Geelong Naturalist 
Geelong Bird Report - print & post 
Stationery, printing - general 
Subscriptions/memberships 
Insurance premiums + Incorporation fees 
Meeting-room hire 

Guest speaker expenses and fees 
Library purchases 

ltems for resale (at cost) 
Exhibition & Displays 

Field surveys 

Purchase of equipment 

Repairs & maintenance of equipment 
Donations / Grants 

Excursion & camp fees 

Special projects 

Gordon Scholarship 

Nature Forum 

Nature Challenge/Bioblitz 
Sundries 


Total 


Cash book balance at end of year 


CBA bank balance at end of year 
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01/01/21 - 31/12/21 


$ 


$ 6,720.00 
$ 3,480.00 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 


100.00 
400.00 
110.00 
140.00 


$ 


$ 10,950.00 


2,235.00 


7,600.00 
539.00 


265.39 


Q QN N G O Q Q OQ Q 


150.00 
115.50 
173.40 
454.00 
1,224.37 
69.34 
230.89 
187.45 
531.98 
110.00 
298.36 
236.90 
504.30 


500.00 
1,000.00 
1,211.48 

200.98 

21.10 


G O G O O O O oq O O O O O OO G OG G Q G A 


$ 19,237.08 


$ 
$ 4,867.74 


$ 21,589.39 


$ 7,220.05 


$ 19,237.08 


01/01/22 - 31/12/22 


$ 
$ 6,160.00 
$ 3,840.00 
S “ 
$ 300.00 
$ 90.00 
$ 60.00 


$ 


$ 10,450.00 


752.00 


5,000.00 
39.00 


88.63 


O G O O OG G GQ fo A 


70.00 
123.48 
893.22 
249.00 

1,235.40 
730.89 
352.50 


100.00 
2,742.96 
62.40 
4,804.40 


1,500.00 


143.90 


eoqoonqnqonoonqonqonqnqonqonqnqnvnrqQqlo own om 


$ 22,558.56 


$ 
$ 19,237.08 


$ 16,329.63 


$ 13,008.15 


$ 22,558.56 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 


Registration No A0013708R 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022 


INCOME 

Subscriptions from members 
Proceeds from fund raising 
Donations 

Donations to Environment Fund 
Grants incl. for field surveys 
Bank interest 

Sale of books, pens, clothes 


Total Income 


EXPENDITURE 

Meeting-room hire 

Guest speaker expenses and fees 
Stationery, IT & printing - general 
Insurance premiums & incorporation fees 
Geelong Naturalist - print & post 
Geelong Bird Report 

Gordon Scholarship 

Nature Forum 

Subscriptions & memberships 

Donations 

Equipment - purchase, repair & maintenance 
Field surveys - expenses 

Library 

Camp & Excursion payments 

Exhibition & Displays 

Other special projects 

Environmental Fund Grants 

Sundries 

ltems for resale 


Total Expenditure 


SURPLUS 


ASSETS 

CBA Cheque A/C 

CBA Savings account 

CBA Term Deposit 

Equipment 

Library stock 

Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop 
Items for sale 

Environment Fund 


Total Assets 


LIABILITIES 

Unpresented cheques 
Total Liabilities 

NETT ASSETS 


Notes 


01/01/21 - 31/12/21 


AA HAA OH OH 


feo O O A O O OG OG AG AA GOANA ff oH 


A fF 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 


$ 


10,950.00 


2,035.00 
20,740.00 
7,600.00 


267.53 
539.00 


42,131.53 


69.34 
230.89 
173.40 


1,224.37 


265.50 


1,000.00 
1,211.48 


454.00 
904.30 
935.26 
110.00 
187.45 


700.98 
900.00 

21.10 
531.98 


7,720.05 


34,411.48 


31/12/2021 
19,237.08 
21,507.43 
29,487.60 
10,067.00 
17,392.64 


250.00 
50.00 


22,667.97 


$ 120,659.72 


$ 
$ 


$ 120,659.72 


01/01/22 - 31/12/22 


kád G O OG O O OQ O Q OQA G ANA AAA oeqgena G O O OHO OS 


kád O O O O AO GGA 


A NA 


1 $5000 from CoGG for Sparrovale surveys 
2 $2500 Nature Stewards Program 
$1500 Powerful Owl research Deakin 


3 Reedy Lake flights postponed to 2023 


$ 


Notes 
10,450.00 


752.00 
9,700.00 
9,000.00 1 

146.80 

39.00 


22,087.80 


730.89 
893.22 
1,235.40 
193.48 


1,500.00 
249.00 

4,804.40 2 

2,805.36 
100.00 3 
352.50 


10,518.95 
143.90 


23,527.10 


-$1,439.30 


31/12/2022 
22,558.56 
21,565.60 
29,487.60 
11,370.00 
17,392.64 

250.00 
50.00 
17,849.02 


120,523.42 


$120,523.42 
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n January 2023, | was at Mount Molloy in Far North 


Queensland, photographing dragonflies when | took this 


photo of an unusual ‘dragonfly’. It had very long, clubbed 


Kaa 


Owlfly, Mount Molloy, Queensland 


When I entered my observation into iNaturalist, the 
suggested ID was Owlfly and subsequently an Owlfly 
identifier confirmed it as a Lyriform Owlfly (Suhpalacsa 
lyriformis). 


Owlflies are in the Ascalaphidae family of insects, in the 
order Neuroptera, and are closely related to antlions and 
lacewings. They are fast-flying crepuscular or diurnal 
predators of other flying insects, and have large bulging 
eyes and strongly knobbed antennae. 


Owlflies are readily distinguished from the superficially 
similar dragonflies by their long, clubbed antennae, 
whereas dragonflies have short, bristle-like antennae. 
They are worldwide in distribution, occurring in warm 
temperate and tropical habitats. There are some 450 


What is an Owlfly? 


Margaret Alcorn 


antennae, enormous eyes and a fat body positioned to 
look like a broken twig. 


— : a pe 
Maia)’ j ex 


Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


extant species. As | write, in iNaturalist, 18 species have 
been observed in Australia, seven species in Victoria and 
only two species in Greater Geelong—FPilacmonotus 
Sabulosus and Suhpalacsa inconspicua. 


Both adult and larval owlflies are predators. Adults hawk 
flying insects in much the same way that dragonflies do. 
Larvae are sit-and-wait predators of invertebrates. Look 
for adults in the hotter months of summer. Most 
Australian species are seen at night when they are 
attracted to artificial lighting. 


References: 
Australian Museum Life-history of an Owlfly accessed 


21 March https://australian.museum/learn/animals/ 
insects/life-history-of-an-owlfly/ 


Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
Ends 7 May 2023 


he National Wool Museum is the exclusive Victorian home of the much-loved Wildlife Photographer of the Year 


58 from the Natural History Museum, London. 


The world-renowned exhibition features exceptional images which capture fascinating animal behaviour, 
spectacular species and the breath-taking diversity of the natural world. 


The photography in this exhibition is always stunning, so dont miss out! 
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January invertebrates observation report 


Rod Lowther 
he GFNC Invertebrates Collection project was the species identified has grown significantly to 2186. A 
established in October 2019 and by mid-January the fantastic effort for the 52 GFNC members who signed on 
following year members had added approximately 750 to submit their iNaturalist Invertebrate observations into 


observations. In the February 2020 edition of the Geelong the collection. Notably for some groups such as Flies, 
Naturalist, the Invertebrates Report included a table (see Moths and Spiders, the collection redefined the checklist 


below with 2023 data added) showing the distribution of that was in place for the species in our area. So the 
observations across the various taxa by Orders. project now contains a good representation of what can be 
found in our region, thus making further identification of 


So, what does the breakdown show after 3 years? The members’ records easier by examining the GFNC 
Project now has approximately 24 000 observations and Collection species list. 


Phylum: Arthropoda—Arthropods 


Order— Order— GFNC GFNC Species Species Pincha 

Scientific Observation | Observation | observed observed i 

Name Sammon Name Jan-2020 | Mar2023 | Jan2020 | Mar2023 | Checklist 

insecta (sees FFP looo 

Insecta 

Blattodea Cockroaches and 8 168 4 16 8 
Termites 

Coleoptera Beetles 44 1254 26 240 549 

Dermaptera Earwigs 0 29 0 3 2 

Diptera Flies 68 1482 2/ 158 117 

Ephemeroptera | Mayflies 0 8 0 3 id 

Hemiptera True Bugs, Hoppers, 43 121 24 126 104 
Aphids and Allies 

Hymenoptera Ants, Bees, Wasps and 65 1437 32 124 137 
Sawflies 

Lepidoptera Moths and Butterflies 344 13010 183 1135 551 

Mantodea Mantises 9 161 4 l 6 

Mecoptera Scorpionflies, 0 25 0 1 3 
Hangingflies and Allies 

Neuroptera Antlions, Lacewing and S 188 4 42 36 
Allies 

Odonata Dragonflies and 100 1552 18 38 37 
Damselflies 

Orthoptera Grasshoppers, Crickets 28 933 10 47 17 
and Katydids 

Phasmida Stick Insects 3 16 2 5 3 

Plecoptera Stoneflies 1 T 1 4 16 

Thysanoptera Thrips 1 3 1 1 1 

Trichoptera Caddisflies 0 48 0 9 14 

Zygentoma Silverfish 0 1 0 1 2 

Class: 

Arachnida 

“Araneae i, i i) 1871 1 © © 87a B 140 1 


Acari 
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This summer, members added a further 2147 observation The full list of popular observations over summer can be 
and 629 species. This degree of activity makes looking for viewed via the link hitos://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 

highlights daunting. So | have settled for listing those observations ?d1=2022-12-01&d2=2023-02- 

observations that others have ‘Liked’—and inthe summer 28&place id=any&popular&project_id=gfnc-invertebrates- 
period there were 27 in the ‘popular’ filter category—and collection&verifiable=any 

then just slimmed it down to a manageable and interesting 

8. 


Insects 


Common Scientific Name Observed Location Comments Observer 
Jumping Holoplatys invenusta maaa Geelong West A member of the Salticinae family 
Spider with 4 observations previously in 

urban Geelong. This daytime active 

spider looks to ambush its prey. 


Needle Bug Ranatra dispar 19/02/2023 | Brisbane Found in a water hole within the dry WCC 
Ranges bushland. This is the most common 

of the species within the Water Scor- 

pion famil 


Imperial Delias harpalyce 10/02/2023 | Anglesea Heath | Pupate in communities. A thrill to find | AW 
Jezebel when adults butterflies are emerging. 
Long-jawed Tetragnatha 05//02/2023 | Ripley Reserve | One of the three Species of this 
Orb Weavers interesting spider found in our region. 
oes Generally found in riparian 

environments. 
Alpine Hairy Tettigarcta crinita 26/01/2023 | Lorne Relatively common in wet forest PCr 
Cicada hinterland areas and can be seen between 

January and end May. 

JN 


Gold-fronted Pseudagrion 31/12/2022 | Highton / A species known to have a range 
River Damsel aureofrons around the Murray River—how it got 


Barwon River 


here will remain a mystery. 


Insect Gall 8/12/2022 Brisbane Plant gall showing evidence of some | WCC 
Ranges past impact of an insect attack. 
Common Ischnura 20/01/2023 | Geelong Damselfly meets its match and HSc 
Bluetail heterosticta Botanic becomes prey for a Salsa 
Gardens Orb-weaver spider. 


Thanks to the 36 observers who contributed observations during the last summer, including Helen Schofield (HSc), Wendy and Colin Cook 
(WCC), Alison Watson (AW), Trevor Pescott (TP), Pete Crowcroft (PCr), and John Newman (JN) who are listed in the highlights table 
above. 
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In light of the maturity and quantity of data in the GFNC 
Invertebrates Project, it has been decided to create two 


projects specially for certain taxa. Moths are a keen study 
area for some members and a dedicated project set up is 
warranted that will include all moths within our region. The 


project will capture all moth observations made, not just 
those of our members who provide by far the majority of 
observations. A dedicated project will enable better 
tracking of species, their range, abundance and flight 
times. The second project will be scoped for all butterfly 
observations and will be like the moths in being an open 
project within iNaturalist. These projects will naturally 


capture your moth and butterfly observations irrespective 
of whether you have joined the project. However, feel free 


to do so. Here are the various project links. 


The GFNC Invertebrates Collection with photos of the 
insects other than Lepidoptera species and spiders that 
have been observed can be viewed at: https:// 


inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc-invertebrates-collection 


Moths within the wider Geelong Region, currently holding 
almost twenty thousand observations with 1252 species 
recorded. View at: 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc-geelong-region- 
moth-collection 


GFNC Butterfly Collection of approximately four and half 
thousand record showing the 54 species that have been 
seen in our area. View at: hitos://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 


projects/gfnc-butterfly-collection 


So, if you wish to be part of an observer group and haven't 
yet joined iNaturalist, we recommend you do so by signing 
up to an iNaturalist account. 


While all members are reminded that April is the time for 
the City Nature Challenge (on again at the end of this 
month), we look forward to seeing your observations 
anytime in the various projects mentioned above. 


Clean Up Australia Day report 
9 March 2023 


WW: held another successful Clean Up Australia day 
event at Jerringot where we had 17 volunteers 
participate. We had 12 members of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club attend; the remainder were from the 
general community. We collected 10 full bags of rubbish 
and one of recyclable bottles and cans. We found nine 
facemasks, three coffee cups, five takeaway food 
containers, five cigarette butts and more than 100 items 
of soft plastics, among the targeted items this year. We 


Slender Ringtail 
Damselfly, 

Red Gum Island, 
Buckley Falls, 
9/3/23 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Lorraine Leversha 


also found one sleeping bag and a large sign from 
Balyang Sanctuary that had obviously been washed into 
the wetland during the recent flooding. We did find a 
number of plastic flags from the signage around the 
roadworks. One of the plastic barriers is beginning to 
break down, so hopefully this will all be taken away with 
the imminent completion of the roadworks before further 
deterioration. 


Black and White Giant Fly 
Formosia speciosa, 

Rice Nature Reserve 
23/3/23 


Photos: Lynne Clarke 
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he Geelong Botanic Gardens are a good place to look 

for butterflies. So are the You Yangs, especially on 
Flinders Peak, where 20 Spotted Jezebels were seen by 
John Newman. John also saw other species including a 
Dainty Swallowtail, a Tailed Emperor and four Broad- 
margined Azures. Monarchs, singly or up to three, have 
been seen in several areas. Meadow Argus are still around 


as are female Common Browns. 


== 


March butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


Observers: 
CWC, Chris Walker-Cook; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, 
George Appleby; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen 
Schofield; JN, John Newman; JPo Jenny Possingham; 
KBr, Karyn Brown; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; RLw, Rod 
Lowther; TZa, Troy Zanker; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Macleay’s Swallowtail 


Dainty Swallowtail 


Barred Skipper 


Bright Shield-skipper 


White-banded Grass-dart 


Green Grass-dart 


Spotted Jezebel 


‘413123 


8/3123 


413123 


‘413123 


271/2123 
| 4/3/23 


18/3/23 


| 5/3/23 


5/3/23 


| 7/3/23 


| 4/3/23 


5/3/23 


12/3/23 


1713/23 
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| 26/2/23 Geelong Botanic 


Gardens 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 


Geelong Botanic 


Gardens 


| Flinders Peak 


You Yangs 


Geelong Botanic 


Gardens 


| Whinray Rd Meredith 


Flinders Peak 


You Yangs 


| Big Hill Benwerrin 


Jerringot Belmont 
Common 


Jerringot Belmont 


Common 


Highton 


| Flinders Peak 


You Yangs 


Jerringot Belmont 


Common 


Gardens 


Long Forest 
Oldhouse Track 


Geelong Botanic 


Gardens 


1 fluttering around the northern 


pathways. Settled high in top 
section of tree 


1, first seen in flight then settled in 
Buddleja 


3, active around the northern 


pathway feeding on the remaining 
flowering Buddleja 


1 in constant flight and gliding close 


to ground, but not stopping. 
Flinders Peak, on a warm, humid, 
blowy afternoon 


1, located by Troy in the eastern 


side veggie patch, fluttering around 
a citrus tree and landing on various 
plants. Some damage noted on 
lower section of the right wing 


|1 male at 10:00 a.m. 


At least 3 hill topping 


2 seen in sunshine 


1 in long grass on Clean Up 
Australia Day 


At least 3 in grass and along lignum 


of bike path 


Buddleja 


DTy 


DTy, KBr, 


TZa 


Diy 


JN 


pathway 


along the northern pathway 


2 in suburban garden feeding on JN 
At least 20 at the Peak and around JN 
canopy of eucalypts and 
Allocasuarinas, close to top, in 
constant busy flight 
1, fluttering over roadway, landing Diy, RLw 
briefly in eucalyptus tree 
1, resting in shade beside northern | DTy 
A detached hindwing lying on track | MHe 
2, feeding in flowering Buddleja DTy 


Imperial Jezebel 


18/3/23 Benwerrin-Mt Sabine 1 flying around treetops JN 
Rd, Benwerrin 

19/3/23 Sparrovale Wetlands | 1 flying over saltmarsh and open JN, DTy 
(restricted area) water 

26/3/23 | Geelong Botanic 1 in flight and feeding on flowering DTy 
Gardens Buddleja 


26/2/23 Geelong Botanic 1 feeding in purple flowering DTy 
Gardens Buddleja along the northern 
pathway 


1/3/23 Hospital Swamp 1 on Bolboschoenus sedge. A 


Geelong Botanic 1 first seen in flight in central DTy, KBr, 
Gardens garden then feeding on Buddleja 
along path 


4/3/23 


. 


a | 
N 
Q) 


2 initially seen resting in rose Diy 
garden before gliding over the main 
flower bed. 1 afforded great views 
while feeding on pink- and crimson- 
coloured flowers. Also located 
along the northern pathway. Troy 
and Karyn located 3—4 Monarchs 
during an extended visit. 


9/3/23 Geelong Botanic 


Gardens 


a 


| 


| 
Parkgate Lane 1 KBr 
Grovedale 


5/3/23 


k 
7 


12/3/23 Grey St, Darley On the deck in the morning 


17/3/23 Geelong Botanic 3; gliding and flying around central 
Gardens flower garden bed and along the 
northern pathway 


i 
L 
OD 


UO 
= 
< 


u 
i 


19/3/23 Sparrovale wetlands | 1 in saltmarsh 
(restricted area) 


19/3/23 Verner St, East 1 in garden 
Geelong 
22/13/23 Geelong Botanic 3 seen in the 21st Century and KBr, 
Gardens Central Gardens TZa. 
26/2/23 Geelong Botanic 1 in central flowering bed 
Gardens 
Yellow Admiral 1/3/23 Geelong West 1 Fluttering back and forth from CWC 
Garlic Chive flowers 
Meadow Argus 26/2/23 Geelong Botanic 1 Sunning on pathway beside 21st 
Gardens Century Garden pond 


19/3/23 Highton 1 flying around nature strip in 
Suburban street 


JN, DTy 


y 


U U 
on 
oN < 


Australian Painted Lady 


a 
= 
< 


U 
=] 
< 


N 


7 


22/3/23 Geelong Botanic 1 with wings open, sitting on HSc 
Garden Lambs-ear plant 


26/3/23 Meredith 1 in a grassy paddock 
4/3/23 | Flinders Peak 1 in flight at very top JN 
You Yangs 
18/3/23 | Benwerrin-Mt Sabine | 10 scattered at several location | JN 
Rd, Benwerrin along roadside 
18/3/23 | Big Hill, Benwerrin | At least 6 scattered along Big Hill | JN 
Track in sunlight and warmth 
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Tailed Emperor 


Fenian accaall 


£ 7 


Striped Xenica 


| 


Common Brown 4/3/23 Whinray Rd, Meredith | 2 females sheltering in an old burnt | WCo 
stump 


8/3/23 | Long Point Track, 20, only 1 male MHe 
Long Forest | 


Shouldered Brown 8/3/23 Whinray Rd, Meredith | 6, maybe 16 WCo 


16/3/23 Police paddock several WCo 
Meredith 


18/3/23 Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Several scattered along roadside JN 


Solander’s Brown 
Rd, Benwerrin 


28/2/23 | Jancourt Nature 1 GP, JPo 
Conservation Area 


Marbled Xenica 


12/3/23 | Happy Valley Track, | 1 MHe 
Long Forest 
Broad-margined Azure 4/3/23 Flinders Peak At least 4 interacting in strong JN 
You Yangs breeze at top of Flinders Peak, hot 
humid day, usual location 
Common Grass-blue 26/2/23 Geelong Botanic 3 Flying and sunning in central DTy 
| Gardens flowering garden bed 


The Annual Brolga Flocking Season Survey 
Saturday 22 April 2023 


Trevor Hodson 


= or many years an annual survey during the flocking e Hospital Swamp 

season for Brolgas has been carried out to monitor e The Western Treatment Plant—Austin Rd Lagoon, 
breeding success of this endangered species. Total Western Lagoons and Lake Borrie. 

numbers in Victoria are estimated to range between 600 

and 1000. It is likely with changes in the distribution of What is required? 

suitable wetlands that Brolgas may be flocking at new 


sites, not previously recognised. e The site and time of the survey—GPS coordinates 


preferred. 

e A description of the site and landowner details if 
access required, rather than observing from the 
roadside. 


For the reasons given above it is important to look at 
historical flocking sites as well as potentially new sites. 
An example of a new site that has been noted recently is 
Green Swamp at Glenthompson after works undertaken 
by Nature Glenelg Trust to restore this wetland. The URS DEANE SOM Spars PSA RS) OHNO ee Sea eh PY a 


survey must be undertaken on the same day by all e A full count of all Brolgas present and preferably an 
observers. accurate count of the numbers of Juveniles (grey cap), 


Immatures (orange cap) and Adults (red cap). A 


Sites around Cressy include: ‘scope is typically required for this. 


e Cundare Pool 
e Lake Weering 
e Reddies Road 


Unfortunately, this year | am unable to take part in the 
survey so | am looking for volunteers to help in this 
important survey. Anyone interested is asked to get in 


e Armytage Road touch, preferably by email to me on 

e Lake Martin North doctiny@bigpond.com ASAP. Please indicate the area or 

e Wetland on the Eurack-Cressy Road, near Mt Hesse areas you are interested in and | will supply further details 
Road with maps to you directly. 

e Lake Murdeduke. Thank you, Trevor Hodson. 


Sites closer to Geelong that have not been included in 
previous surveys but are worthy of survey because 
increasing numbers of Brolgas are regularly reported on 
eBird include: 

e Sparrovale Wetlands 
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Red Gum Island fauna survey report 
9 March 2023 


ntroduction 
Red Gum Island is part of the Buckley Falls Reserve at 


Fyansford. The reserve is managed by the City of Greater 
Geelong and has an active friends group whose members 


carry out a large amount of maintenance and planting of 
indigenous flora. 

The area is very popular for walking and cycling, and has 
a wide range of fauna including birds, mammals and 


invertebrates. Although the GFNC has visited the area on 


occasions, we have carried out a fauna survey only one 
other time. Over two nights in April 2022 we carried out 
harp trap surveys from sunset until 10.00 p.m. On that 
occasion we caught one Little Forest Bat. 


Weather 
Initially windy, but eased after sunset; 22°C at sunset 


dropping to 16°C when we packed up at 10.00 p.m. There 


was a full moon that rose late after sunset. 


Method 


We set two harp traps beside the river upstream from the 


footbridge to Queens Park. 
Results 


Mammals 


Common Ringtail Possum: 4 seen mainly in the River Red 


Gums. 

Grey-headed Flying-fox: many (c50) seen flying over the 
reserve, heading in a westerly direction at 8.30 p.m. 
i.e., just after sunset. 


Southern Forest Bat Vespadelus regulus: male, wt. 5.5 g, 


forearm 33.5 mm (see photo front cover). 
White-striped Free-tail Bat: the distinctive call of this 
Species was heard. 


Black Rat: one seen; it ran along the bank then climbed up 


into a tree. Its long tail was a clear indication of the 
species. 
European Rabbit: several seen. 


Giant Green Slantface, 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Birds 


Fairy Martin 


Invertebrates 

Leaf-curling Spider Phonognatha graeffei 
Orb-weaver Spider Possibly Eriophora sp. 
Slender Ringtail Austrolestes analis 
Wandering Ringtail Austrolestes leda 

Tau Emerald Hemicordulia tau 

Giant Green Slantface Acrida conica 
Harlequin Bug Dindymus versicolor 
Dashed Geometrid Dissomorphia australiaria 
Common Brown Heteronympha merope 
Cabbage White Pieris rapae 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Wandering Ringtail 


Permits 
All trapping was conducted in accordance with our 
existing permits and project approvals. 


Thanks 

To the City of Greater Geelong for permission to carry 
out the survey, and to all who took part, particularly 
Helen and Lance who arranged the CoGG permission 
and Chrissy for the bird list. 
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he GFN Environment Fund provided financial support 

to the MacKillop Education centre to assist with a 
project to support student activities in bird watching and 
related citizen science. The Fund provided money for 
purchase of a classroom set of binoculars. The club also 
donated binoculars previously held for the juniors. Various 
bird books and guides were also donated by club 
members. 


With this generous support by club members, a valuable 
and engaging program has been developed. It is greatly 
appreciated by students and staff at the centre. 


The following report is from teacher Kerrin Whiting, for 
MacKillop Education Geelong: 


At Mackillop Education Geelong, we provide a safe and 
supportive school environment that caters for children and 
young people who are disengaged, or at risk of 
disengaging, from education. In recognition of the impact 
on learning, of adversity and/or trauma, and the complex 
and diverse needs of our students, we offer a wide range 
of supports including moditied curriculum content. Our 
generous partnership with GFNC meant that in planning 
our science curriculum, we were able to incorporate bird 
watching as a key part of our term two plan. 


Many of our students don't get a lot of exposure to the 
outdoors, so our plan to complete a unit based on bird 
biology, citizen science, birding excursions and personal 


Class display 


Nest outside classroom 
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MacKillop Education Term Two Twitchers 


David Boyle 
wellbeing was the perfect way for GFNC to lend a hand. 


We purchased binoculars and guides and had many 
generous donations of books and resources that were 
spread amongst our secondary classrooms. 


Our first few weeks involved learning some basics around 
bird biology and what to do when on an excursion. This 
included: How to use binoculars and how to register our 
sightings on eBird. 


The engagement from students was great and most were 
thrilled to be heading out to Gateway Sanctuary lake for 
our first excursion. We also visited the Botanic Gardens, 
Eastern Beach and Lake Lorne. 


Student interest in birding has remained high after the 
completion of the unit with some students continuing to 
reference the guidebooks on a regular basis. We now 
have a complete birding kit box with all our resources. 
This box can quickly be taken with us for primary or 
secondary classes and be used at any time to help 
Students stay engaged in their education. Planning for our 
2023 curriculum has started and we are sure that the new 
resource will be utilized for many years to come. 

Thank you for your generosity and guidance in excursion 
sites. 


Photos: Kerrin Whiting 


The urbanisation of the Otway Forester 
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Pied Currawong, Kennett River, 20 November 2018 


he Otway Forester was the name used by Sir Charles 

Belcher for the Pied Currawong, Strepera graculina, 
in his book ‘The Birds of the District of Geelong’ published 
in 1914. He writes °... the Otway Forester is without 
exception the most wary of all the forest-dwelling birds, as 
it is also one of the hardest to find if you happen to want a 
specimen ... On July 21, 1902, Mr Mulder noted several 
of these birds in an orchard at Highton, this being the first 
time he had remarked them in that district. About the year 
1888 seven or eight Otway Foresters visited the Eastern 
Park. 


In the 1970s Pied Currawongs were still considered to be 


Richard Alcorn 
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Photo: Jan Anderssen 


primarily birds of the Otway Ranges, wandering further 
afield in winter to visit such places as Geelong, the You 
Yangs and the Bellarine Peninsula (Pescott 1970). The 
status of the Pied Currawong in the Geelong Bird Report 
2013-2016 was given as ‘Stronghold in Otway Ranges, 
but recent expansion in range and numbers in Geelong; 
also occur in forests N of Bacchus Marsh’ (Morley 2018). 


Today Pied Currawongs are found throughout much of 
the Geelong region’, with many observations from both 
forested and urban areas, but relatively few from farmland 
(see Map 1). 


Map 1: Locations where Pied Currawongs were observed in the Geelong region’ 


2018-2022 (eBird) 


'For the purposes of this report the Geelong region is defined as the local government areas of Greater Geelong, Queenscliffe, 
Surf Coast, Colac-Otway, Corangamite, Golden Plains, Moorabool, Melton and Wyndham. 


Geelong Naturalist April 2023 17 


To determine the extent to which Pied Currawongs have _ block of at least one square kilometre; an urban cell 
become urbanised, | divided the Geelong region into 202 contains a town or suburb with at least one street (see 
cells?, each with an area of approximately 100 km*, and Table 1). Cells that contain neither towns nor forest are in 
classified these as forested, urban, both or neither. A open farmland. 

forested cell contains a contiguous forest or woodland 


Cell habitat type Number of cells | Complete checklists 
Forest + Urban 19,263 


Forest 6,381 


Table 1: Number of cells of each habitat type in the Geelong region along with the number of complete“ 
eBird checklists submitted from these cells for the period 2018—2022. 


The frequency with which Pied Currawongs were 
recorded on complete eBird checklists by habitat type is 
illustrated in Figure 1. This chart shows that Pied 
Currawongs are now just as likely to be found in urban 
areas as in forests. It also shows that Pied Currawongs 
are much less likely to be found in open farmland that is 


eum Forest + Urban 


= Forest 


Frequency 


Urban 


eum Neither 
Forest+Urban 


Forest 


Dec-Jan Feb-Mar Apr-May Jun-Jul Aug-Sep Oct-Nov 


Season 


Habitat type 


Figure 2: Frequency of reporting of Pied Currawong on 
complete eBird checklists for all cells in the Geelong region 


Neither for the five-year period 2018—2022 by habitat type and 
season `. 
0.1 0.15 
Frequency 

It has taken more than 130 years for Pied Currawongs to 
Figure 1: Frequency of reporting of Pied Currawong on become accustomed to urban life, but we may now say 
complete eBird checklists for all cells in the Geelong region that Pied Currawongs are as much at home in our urban 
for the period 2018-2022 by habitat type. areas as in our forests. 


distant from both towns and forests. A corollary to the last 
observation is that Pied Currawongs do not utilise to any References: 
great extent the thousands of kilometres of shelter belts Belcher, C. F. (1914). The Birds of the District of 


found in farmland across the region. 
ER J! Geelong, Australia. W.J. Griffiths, Geelong. 
Do Pied Currawongs still move out of forests in winter eBird https://ebird.org/australia accessed 15 March 2023. 


and into urban areas? The seasonal variation in the eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD_relDec-2022. Cornell 
frequency of reporting of Pied Currawongs on complete Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. December 
eBird checklists by habitat type Is illustrated in Figure 2. 2022. 


This chart shows that Pied Currawongs are present all Google Earth Pro 7.3.6.9345 Google LLC. 


year round in both urban and forested areas, with only a Morley C. Ed. (2018) Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016. 


slight tendency for Pied Currawongs to be recorded more Pescott, T. (1983) Birds of Geelong. Neptune Press Pty 
frequently in urban areas in winter and more frequently in Ltd. Newtown 


forests in summer. 


“The size of each cell is 0.1 degree latitude x 0.1 degree longitude (approximately 11 km north-south x 9 km east-west) aligned 
on 0.1 degree lines of latitude and longitude. Cells that extend into neighbouring local government areas were included. 


° A complete checklist is one which records every species that the observer could identify. 


*Seasons are the two-month seasons used in the Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016. 
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Lake Modewarre and Lake Gherang excursion report 
19 March 2023 


A 


| ake Modewarre is a well-known, iconic spot with a 
rich history dating back to the Wadawurrung people 
who inhabited the area for thousands of years before 
European settlement. 


Over the last 100+ years Lake Modewarre, a (mostly) 
permanent inland lake, has experienced at least three 
total drying out events, the most recent being in 2020. 
Happily, thanks to back-to-back La Nina events resulting 
in higher than average seasonal rain falls, the lake has 
filled most of its extent. It varies from relatively fresh 
when full to slightly brackish when drying out. 

Lake Gherang, just south-west of Lake Modewarre, is a 
deep freshwater marsh, approximately 97 hectares in 
area when full. 


After the previous day's hot and windy conditions, it was 
a relief when the weather turned cooler for the day of the 
excursion. Fourteen enthusiastic field nats members, 
including two members of Friends of Lake Modewarre, 
gathered at the end of Lewis Rd to begin the morning's 
activities. Looking out to the lake it was a delight to see 
several large rafts of Hoary-headed Grebes (totalling 
2545 birds!) filing up and down, preening and feeding. 
Disappointing, though, was the low diversity of species 
and numbers of birds generally, with only small numbers 
noted of usual Lake Modewarre suspects such as Black 
owan, Australian Shelduck and Grey and Chestnut Teal. 
Pacific Black Duck were, unusually, not seen. 
Infrequently sighted species at this site such as Hardhead 
and Blue-billed Duck were nice highlights. Migratory 
waders were not noted and may have been absent since 
the lake was too full to provide extensive shallows or 
exposed mud for feeding. 


After a cameo from a swarming flock of an estimated 
2901 Welcome Swallows, we scanned the nice variety of 
waterbirds on the lake, before launching out for a 
leisurely stroll along the grassy track to the southern end. 
Here we paid more attention to non-bird attractions such 
as the lake-side plant life. We observed a range of 
introduced and native wetland species, including grasses, 
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Walking around the south-east side of Lake Modewarre 


Chrissy Freestone & George Appleby 
Plant notes by Bernie Lingham 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


rushes and herbaceous plants, bordering the margins of 
the lake. Amongst the freshwater or salt-tolerant plants 
we noted were small patches of Round-leaf 

Wilsonia Wilsonia rotundifolia, widespread swathes of 
flowering Shiny Swamp-mat Goodenia radicans, Knobby 
Clubrush Ficinia nodosa, and small occurrences of 
Salicornia quinqueflora ssp.quinqueflora Beaded 
Glasswort. The withered stems of many Onion 

orchids Microtis sp. were still visible in the low grasses 
along the lake's edge. Unfortunately, so also were many 
dried specimens of the ubiquitous South African 

Orchid Disa bracteata. 


Invertebrate observations were few apart from a couple of 
ladybird species (family Coccinellidae) and what we 
concluded were shed dragonfly exoskeletons. Plenty of 
dragonflies and damselflies were flying about, though not 
in the vast numbers seen over the spring and summer. A 
few Common Brown Butterflies were also noted. 

Heading back to the carpark, we were entertained by the 
antics of an Australian Hobby which came out of 
nowhere, hotly pursuing a juvenile Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike, one of three juveniles seen earlier. 
Fortunately, the young Cuckoo-shrike managed to 
escape the menacing talons of the fast-approaching 
Hobby! In all, the group clocked 44 bird species at the 
Lewis Rd site. 


After enjoying mid-morning refreshments, we drove in 
convoy to Lake Gherang. As with Lake Modewarre, the 
spring and summer rains have filled the wetland very 
nicely once again. As we strolled along the grass track on 
the eastern side of the wetland, a few members amused 
themselves counting Australasian Swamphens—151 
spread out across the site. Other birdy highlights included 
a small group of White-necked Herons (until recently, 
absent from the region for many months), a flock of 20 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos, a Collared Sparrowhawk, 
and a Restless Flycatcher. A total of 38 bird species was 
recorded here. 
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The plant enthusiasts encountered a range of rushes and 
large patches of Sword-sedge Lepidosperma sp. spread 
over the wetland and edges with the yellow flowers of 
Running Marsh-flower Onduffia reniformis creating a 
splash of colour helped fill in the ground level. Small 
patches of several ground covers (including Poison 
Lobelia Lobelia pratiodes; flowering Creeping 

Knotweed Persicaria prostrata and Centella Centella 
cordifolia) grew in the grass and sedges bordering the 
lake walking trail. 


Lunchtime eventually beckoned and remaining members 
headed to the Waltons Rd end of Lake Modewarre for 
lunch. A Peregrine Falcon cruising back and forth a 
couple of times was a highlight here, as was the sighting 
of a Cape Barren Goose on the eastern shore. 

After a tip-off from one of the Friends of Lake Modewarre 
members, five remaining members concluded the 
excursion with a quick visit to nearby Lake Dubban 
Wildlife Reserve, a somewhat lesser-known wetland just 
off the highway. As with the other local lakes, the water 
level was high and the site sported 14 different bird 
species, including 79 Pacific Black Duck (ah ha—that’s 
where they were hiding!) and a large number of Chestnut 


Round Leaf Wilsonia Wilsonia rotundifolia, Lake Modewarre, 
19/3/23 


and Grey Teal. We also added a new plant to our list for 

the day, Three-ribbed Arrowgrass /rglochin strata. This 
was a most interesting site about which we knew little and 
a note was made to add it to the list for future excursions. 


Bird lists for the day: 
Lake Modewarre (Lewis Rd): https://ebird.org/australia/ 


checklist/S131239127 


Lake Gherang: https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
9131245475 


Lake Dubban Wildlife Reserve: hittos://ebird.org/australia/ 


checklist/S131250928 


References: 
Lake Modewarre Strategy Project Group (2002) Lake 
Modewarre Environment and Recreation Strategy 


https://www.researchgate.net/ 
publication/2/4954273 Lake Modewarre Environ 
ment_and Recreation Strategy 


| 4 
i \ = | f 


Poison Lobelia Lobelia pratiodes, Lake Gherang, 19/3/23 


Shiny Swamp-mat Goodenia radicans, Lake Modewarre, 19/3/23 
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Photos: Bernie Lingham 


Bird Group excursion—Rice Nature Reserve and Dans Nature Reserve 
23 March 2023 


| ) riving towards Geelong from Birregurra to meet up 
with fellow birdwatchers at Rice Nature Reserve was 
a little foreboding. There were grey clouds hanging over 
Geelong and sheet lightning illuminating the sky. The ABC 
News warned of severe weather and flash flooding in 
Geelong and surrounds so it was starting to feel a little 
ominous. On arriving at the reserve, the weather started to 
clear, and my mood lifted. Troy Zanker and Karyn Brown, 
who know this plot intimately were to be our guides. Our 
group numbered 22 including some new members. 


Rice Reserve is small, about five hectares. It has areas of 
riparian and grassy woodland and a small area of 
grassland bordered in part by Thompsons Creek. A feature 
in the car park was the presence of Striated Pardalotes, 
perching on the cross bars of power poles as we signed on 
for the day. In a stand of gum trees lining the road 
opposite the reserve we were delighted by Gang-gang 
Cockatoos flying in and out, along with various 
honeyeaters including Red Wattlebirds, and White-faced 
Herons—at one time a flock of twelve of these birds were 
seen. A couple of Little Wattlebirds were also active in 
the car park area. Paths in the reserve are mostly single 
file. The first section was through an area of woodland 
where small ground dwellers like Superb Fairywrens, 
Grey Fantails, Willie Wagtails, Brown Thornbills, 
White-browed Scrubwrens and Red-browed Finches 
were noted. In the canopy there was many a New Holland 
and White-plumed Honeyeater as well as the odd 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, along with flyovers of Musk, 
Purple-crowned and Rainbow Lorikeets. At one time a 
group of four Black-faced Cuckooshrikes perched high 
in a dead tree, showing themselves off in the sun. 


Another part involved walking on the floodplain of 
Thompson Creek. There was evidence of the flooding that 
occurred late in 2022 with large deposits of dried reeds in 
trees and on the floor of the woodland. In the creek we 
saw a family of Dusky Moorhens, two adults and three 
chicks, feeding in the shelter of a reedbed on the far shore. 
Two Eurasian Coots, an adult and immature, were noted 
as well as some Pacific Black Ducks and a lone 
Australasian Grebe. The group was halted by a Black- 
fronted Dotterel feeding on the opposite shore (see 
photo). As we walked through a grassy area where there 
were signs of new plantings of various indigenous trees a 
number of Australian Reed Warblers were noted well 
away from the reedbeds in a grassed area, there was at 
least one begging juvenile and an adult was glimpsed 
carrying a faecal sac. 


Raptors were noted when a Peregrine Falcon flew ata 
leisurely pace across the creek, sparking a conversation 
about the comparisons of this species with the Australian 
Hobby, and then with two separate flyovers from single 
Brown Falcons. The other highlights of the day occurred 
when we were having our cuppa and tidying up the bird 
list. We had been puzzled during the morning by regular 


Trevor Hodson 


White-plumed Honeyeater alarm calls from within a 
heavily foliaged tree near the car park without any obvious 
trigger within the tree—then the problem was solved when 
a sharp-eyed observer spotted a Tawny Frogmouth 
roosting in the tree. The next delight was a male Rufous 
Whistler calling and seen perched in a tree again not far 
from our table. 


After refreshments we moved on to Dans Reserve—not a 
tribute to our state leader but to a local family. 


Dans Reserve is very small, just a hectare in size and 
again on Thompsons Creek. Access to the creek, for 
canoeists, is a feature. The landscape is predominately 
floodplain riparian woodland with some planting of 
Drooping Sheoak and Black Wattle in a small plantation. It 
was quite weedy. 


Birds seen on the creek included Pacific Black Duck, 
Eurasian Coot and Dusky Moorhen. In the woodland 
area Brown and Yellow Thornbills, Superb Fairywrens, 
White-browed Scrubwrens, Grey Fantails and Red- 
browed Finches were all seen. A pair of Eastern 
Rosellas, 10 Red-rumped Parrots as well as Purple- 
crowned and Rainbow Lorikeets also featured. The 
Honeyeaters were not to be left out with New Holland, 
White-plumed and Spiny-cheeked all making cameo 
appearances. Perhaps the highlight of our visit was as we 
walked along the road beside the plantation when two 
Brown Goshawks were seen working over an adjacent 
paddock. 


Both these reserves although diminutive in size rewarded 
us handsomely. Fifty-four species were seen at Rice 
Reserve and twenty-nine at Dans Reserve. The eBird lists 
given below for those wishing to learn more were provided 
by Craig Morley and Karyn Brown. 


Rice Nature Reserve 


httos://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S1315/72527 


Dans Nature Reserve 


httos://ebird.org/checklist/S1315/79192 


Again, many thanks to Troy and Karyn for sharing these 
jewels with us. 


~ 


Black-fronted 
Dotterel, 

Rice Nature Reserve, 
23/3/23 


Photo: Karyn Brown 
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Imperial Blue Butterfly/Imperial Hairstreak (Ja/menus evagoras) 


t is not often you encounter the entire life cycle of a 
creature all on one small shrub! 


| visited the Bald Hill Reserve, a wonderful 96-hectare 
bushland reserve near Kyneton recently (3 March), ona 
warm Saturday afternoon. A beautiful blue butterfly with 
distinct black wing edging caught my eye as | passed a 
young Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata). In the six years | 
had lived adjacent and regularly roamed this lovely 
reserve | had never encountered such a species. 


Paying closer attention, | noticed the equally attractive 
creamy coloured underside wings of several butterflies on 
its branches. The undersides were decorated with fine 
black spots with a pair of dainty orange dots on the lower 
wing ends adjacent trailing black tail filaments. 


The young wattle was stripped almost bare of leaves, and 
| noticed clusters of pupae wedged along several upper 
branch intersections—some empty and others dark glossy 
encasements, lightly held by webbing. A closer inspection 
revealed an active trail of ants coming and going on the 
branches, attending the caterpillars, the pupae and even 
intermingling with mating butterflies. 


My curiosity was piqued! Time for some further 
research.... the ants are of the genus /ridomyrmex and 
protect the larvae from both predators and parasites. 
Researchers have discovered that the Lycaenidae 
butterfly species larvae and pupae use complex chemical 
and acoustical signals to manipulate ants (Pierce 2002). 
The larvae produce three different types of calls, and 
larvae and the pupae have single-celled glands over their 
bodies that produce attractants (Gibson 2010). Ants 
respond and attend them and are rewarded with food 
secretions of amino acids. In my research | also came 
across a video posted by entomologist Roberta Gibson 


from her website Wild about Ants related to blue butterflies 


which provides further insight into the intriguing bodily 
mechanisms of the larvae and pupae. This video shows 
the glands in its depiction of the complex ant-caterpillar 
interaction https://youtu.be/T_ xs1DHJ35A 


Sandra Nowland-Foreman 


The breeding season of the Imperial Blue Butterfly is from 
November to March. Judging by the extent and ages of 
pupae encasements, range of larvae size, egg laying and 
active mating observed on the day, it has been a good 
breeding season. Many sightings have been reported 
across Victoria (Atlas of Living Australia), including within 
the broader Geelong region at Elaine (as per the 
iNaturalist observation hitos://www.inaturalist.org/ 
observations/146677433). 


| learned that adult males keep proximity to the host plant 
for the opportunity to mate with emerging female 
butterflies. Warren and Gloria Sheather observed that 
pupae seem to develop rapidly, within two to three weeks 
(2020). Eggs laid late in the season do not hatch until the 
following spring. 


References: 
Atlas of Living Australia https://bit.ly/3F Y picy 
Common Imperial Blue Butterfly, Knox Environment 


society https:/Awww.kes.org.au/environment/fauna/ 
imperialblue 

Gibson, R. (2010) ‘Ants and Blue Butterflies’, Wild About 
Ants httos://wildaboutants.com/2010/01/10/ants-and 
-blue-butterflies/ 

Jalmenus evagoras, Butterfly House hitp:// 
lepidoptera.butterflyhouse.com.au/lyca/ evagoras.html 

Jalmenus evagoras (Pfitzner, 1805), Imperial Hairstreak 
Butterfly, Museums Victoria Collections https:// 
collections. museumsvictoria.com.au/species/12259 

Pierce, N. E. et al. (2002) ‘The ecology and evolution of 
ant association in the Lycaenidae (Lepidoptera), 
Annual Review of Entomology, Vol. 47, pp. 733-71 


http://www.nashturley.org/wp-content/ 


uploads/2020/07/pierce2002.pdf 
oheather, W and G. (2020) ‘Common Imperial Blue 


Butterfly’, Australian Plant Society of NSW hitps:// 
resources.austplants.com.au/fauna/common- 


imperial-blue-butterfly-ijalmenus-evaqgoras/ 


The photos below and overleaf show mating butterflies, larvae, pupae and eggs, with the ants which | observed 
during the afternoon walk between 1.45 and 3.00 p.m. 
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Photos: Sandra Nowland-Foreman 


Conservation Status 

Vic: unknown 

NSW: Critically endangered 
Qld: Vulnerable 


Caterpillars: 2 cm 


Pupa: 1.3 cm 
Butterfly wingspan: 4 cm 


Photos: Sandra Nowland-Foreman 


The next Geelong Bird Report 


he next Geelong Bird Report will be an atlas showing 
the breeding and non-breeding distribution of bird 


species across the Geelong region. It will draw upon more 


than 1.3 million individual bird records from 2013-2020 
covering nine complete Local Government Areas (LGAs) 
namely: Corangamite, Colac-Otway, Surf Coast, Greater 
Geelong, Queenscliffe, Wyndham, Melton, Golden Plains 
and Moorabool plus south-west Port Phillip covering 
relevant parts of Mornington Peninsula LGA e.g. Popes 
Eye, Mud Islands and South Channel Fort. 


For the majority of species there will be graphs showing 
reporting rates per month, per year and per LGA. There 
will also be a graph showing confirmed breeding records 
per month. 


Maps generated by arcGIS will show non-breeding and 
breeding distribution. Species with fewer than 10 records 
of non-breeding or breeding occurrence will have these 
Summarised without a map. 


The decision was made to expand the reporting region to 


Craig Morley Geelong Bird Report editor 


take in complete LGAs rather than part of each as covered 
in previous Geelong Bird Reports. Both databases the 
Bird Report relies on—eBird Australia and Birdata use 
data collected and downloaded based on LGAs. It seemed 
a logical step to rationalise this, to allow easier 
comparison of datasets now and into the future. It will 
mean, for example, that the Western Treatment Plant, 
Werribee (Greater Geelong, Wyndham) and the 
Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary (Moorabool) will be included in 
the Geelong Bird Report region. These considerations are 
being taken into account in the formulation of this latest 
venture. 


The finished product will be available, free to all, as a 
downloadable pdf file. We very much look forward to 
sharing the new edition An atlas of the birds of the 
Geelong region with members and very many interested 
people by the end of the year. 


Some of the birds seen on the Bird Group excursion at 
Rice Nature Reserve, 23/3/23 
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Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Rufous Whistler 


Tawny Frogmouth 


Photos: Karyn Brown 
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March bird observations—some highlights 


tis always with much excitement that March sneaks into 

our birding calendar. The late summer/early autumn is a 
wonderful time of anticipation of migratory birds through 
our district and this year has not disappointed. It has also 
been particularly interesting to see continued breeding 
records of several species in our wetlands, forests and 
riparian areas. 


After a summer of breeding in the higher altitude, cooler 
forests of the Otway Ranges, numerous passerine 
species move to the lower elevations with more moderate 
conditions on the Bellarine Peninsula to escape the cold 
and very wet winter. Some of these are transient visitors— 
‘passage migrants —heading further north to seek the 
relative bounty and conditions to our north—NSW, 
Queensland and even PNG. Local populations of other 
species, particularly the Grey Fantail and Silvereye, are 
bolstered by the arrival of birds from Tasmania, also 
seeking more moderate winter conditions. The Rufous 
Fantail is one such passage migrant and numerous 
records have been lodged this month from the Otway 
Ranges, urban Belmont, and Geelong Botanic Gardens. 
This last site is a regular stopover for these richly 
plumaged birds though they will soon disappear as they 
move further north to lower and milder latitudes. Rose 
Robins arrive each year in the Botanic Gardens in March. 
These species were joined for a day or so by a female 
Satin Flycatcher a species which journeys well to our 
north all the way to PNG. eBird data clearly show that this 
is one species which completely leaves Australia for a few 
weeks in the mid-year! The arrival of a Pink Robin in 
recent days completes this cluster of exciting migrants. 
Beyond Geelong a flock of Brown-headed Honeyeaters 
was seen moving along the Barwon River at Pollocksford, 
reminding us to keep our eyes and ears open in coming 
weeks, across our region, for the waves of Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters followed, a week or two later, by 
White-naped Honeyeaters. 


Banded Stilts have returned to the region after the 
deluge in arid Australia with up to 500 birds at Moolap 
oaltworks, 35 at Cundare Pool in the Corangamite system 
and 16 at Lake Victoria. The migratory Double-banded 
Plover which arrives in autumn from New Zealand has 
been seen in low numbers at Lake Victoria and 
Sparrovale. 


Records of breeding birds have continued, perhaps later 
than Is typical indicating continued good conditions or 
perhaps, in the case of the Australian Reed Warblers 
and Dusky Moorhens feeding young at Rice Reserve, in 
response to the disruption and dislocation of earlier 
breeding attempts caused by the floods in our water 
courses through October and November 2022. 


White-naped Honeyeaters were feeding dependent 
young at Inverleigh, another interesting late season 
occurrence. 
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John Newman and Craig Morley 


Huge flocks of Little Corellas at Winchelsea and on the 
Bellarine were noted—1000 birds in the riparian area of 
Winchelsea including two possible Little x Long-billed 
hybrids and an astounding 2000 birds seen flying at dusk 
at Moolap. On the theme of parrots and cockatoos, vast 
numbers of Rainbow Lorikeets, up to 650, were seen 
coming in to roost in trees in the shopping centre car park 
at Waurn Ponds. Two Little Lorikeets, always a highlight, 
were seen in Ocean Grove. 


Two vocal Weebills at St Leonards was most unusual 
away from the dry woodlands to the north and west of 
Geelong. At least one White-eared Honeyeater at 
Inverleigh was heard producing a call most reminiscent of 
the ‘machine gun call of the Lewin’s Honeyeater, a 
species that does not occur in our district—just a little 
curious! 


Our local wetlands are certainly starting to dry out and 
many fascinating records of varied wetland birds have 
been submitted. White-necked Herons are returning with 
up to 20 at Barunah Plains, 12 at Hospital Swamp and 11 
at Shelford presumably indicating successful breeding 
further to the north and west or perhaps beyond our 
region. Writing of wetland birds, a record of six 
Black-tailed Nativehens in recent weeks, also at 
Barunah Plains, was most welcome, and Brolgas in the 
Breamlea Saltmarsh have again been seen in this slightly 
atypical habitat. A Black-faced Cormorant at 
Limeburners Point is an unusual record well inside Corio 
Bay and an Australasian Darter at Limeburners Lagoon 
was an interesting sighting as was the Australasian 
Bittern at Hospital Swamp. 


Thank you to each and every observer who has submitted 
their records to our club web-site httos://www.gfnc.org.au/ 
observations/bird-observations and to eBird https:// 
ebird.org/australia/nome you continue to make an 
invaluable contribution to the knowledge and 
understanding of our birds! Remember to log-in to make 
best use of each of these resources. 


Dusky Moorhen with chick, Rice Nature Reserve, 23/3/23 
Photo: Karyn Brown 


Trevor Pescott calls time out on collating club fauna records 


fter over 20 years of collating our fauna records, 
Trevor Pescott has decided It’s time to hand over the 
baton. 


In March 2002, in addition to organising our Mammal 
Survey Group, Trevor set up our ‘Mammal Atlas’, seeking 
records from the start of 2001 for a planned 10 years. The 
area to be covered was Werribee River to Cape Otway, 
and inland to Inverleigh, Winchelsea and Colac. 


In those pre-website days, observations were recorded on 
Standard observation forms, which were collected at 
monthly meetings and which also formed the basis for the 
observations section of our meetings. 


From 2002 Trevor collated and reported the club's 
mammal observations regularly in the Geelong Naturalist 
(GN), progressively adding more commentary to the 
observation tables. At the end of the planned 10-year 
period in 2010 there were over 3/00 mammal records, but 
observations and reporting continued. By that time, Trevor 
had started including separate ‘Reptile and Amphibian 
(Herpetology) reports in the GN. 


In 2014, observations transitioned to the new website and 
records in the GN were organised into a regular ‘Fauna 
report with separate mammal and herps sections. These 
reports evolved over time to the current written rather than 
tabular format, highlighting records of particular interest. 
Our records are now transferred to the Atlas of Living 
Australia (ALA) so that they have a wider distribution. 


Deborah Evans 


We thank Trevor for this amazing effort over the years 
organising and reporting our fauna records and providing 
such insightful commentary on the various species. 


Now to the future 


Remember we are still keen that members continue 
reporting their mammal, reptile and frog observations on 
the club web site. Alternatively, if you have a photo, 
upload it to iNaturalist and join the GFNC club Fauna 


Collection Project, https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/ 
gftnc-fauna-collection 


We would also greatly appreciate having a reviewer to 
examine and summarise our observations and select 
some highlights for reporting in the GN. 


So, who is going to pick up the baton and run with it? 


Fauna Survey 


Survey activities daily Thursday 13—Sunday 16 April 2023 


Yaugher area near Forrest, Otways 


The GFNC Fauna Group mammal trapping survey near Forrest commences on Thursday 13 with Elliot traps set-up, 
through to Sunday 16 April. We may set Harp traps for bats if the weather is suitable. 


Thursday 13 April 


Meet: 1.00 p.m. at the corner of Boundary Road and Birregurra-Forrest Road to assist setting up the Elliot traps. Park 


on Boundary Road. 


All GFNC members are invited to attend the trap checking that will occur early in the morning of each day from Friday 
to Sunday. Note that we revert to Eastern Standard Time so the sun will rise by 6.50 a.m. This means we will have an 
early start to each day but this is a great chance to observe animals that most people rarely get a chance to see, such 


as Agile Antechinus, Bush Rats or other small mammals. 
Friday 14—Sunday 16 April 


Meet: 7.20 a.m. sharp at the corner of Boundary Road and Birregurra-Forrest Road We will convoy from there to the 


trap sites. Park on Boundary Road. 


Note: it may be possible that there are late changes to our plans so it is essential that you contact Barry 
Lingham if you intend to attend the trap checking or if you wish to find out more lingham@tpg.com.au 
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Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 27 April 2023 
Pt Addis/lIronbark Basin 

Leader: Brad Ferrier 


Pt Addis is a wonderful location for field naturalists. There is interesting geology, zoology, mycology, entomology and of 
course botany. This time, however, we are here for the Birds. 


We will wander down both the Ironbark Basin Nature Trail and the Ironbark Track routes, observing the changing 
geology and botany and importantly the relevant bird life. 


Last year, the excursion to this location (26/05/22) yielded good bird numbers and species with a few little gems along 
the way. Hopefully all things avian will provide us with similar delights this year. 


Location: All attendees to meet at the first car park (600 m in from the Great Ocean Road) on your left as you head 
down Pt Addis Road. 


Time: Departure 9.00 a.m. sharp. 
Please arrive at least 15 mins before our departure time so as to complete signing in and any other OHS 
requirements. 


Toilets: Toilets are located down towards the sea end of Pt Addis Road. 
Lunch: Lunch will be a communal affair at or near the car park. 
Safety: | Mobile phone reception is good. A first aid kit and defibrillator will be carried by a volunteer/s on the day. 


Bring: Binoculars, spotting scope, camera, sunscreen, insect repellant, hat, sturdy footwear, clothes for all 
extremes of weather, field guides and importantly a chair if you are staying for lunch. 


Contact: Brad Ferrier 0438 690 064 bferrierOO/@gmail.com 


GFNC General Excursion 
Saturday 15 April 2023 
Lake Elizabeth via Forrest 
Leader: Barry Lingham 


Lake Elizabeth is a great place to appreciate the wetter areas of the Otways and to see a wide range of birds that 
frequent this delightful site. Note that we will complete a 5 km circuit walk of the lake that includes some steeper uphill 
sections that may be slippery in wet conditions. The pace will be fairly slow so we do not miss seeing the birds or the 
chance to note a platypus in the lake. We will stop for lunch along the walk. 


Some members may wish to take the opportunity to join the Fauna Group survey activity and check Elliot traps for small 
mammals prior to attending the Lake Elizabeth outing. See details p. 25, noting the starting time. There will be sufficient 
time for people to get to the excursion after traps have been checked. 


Meet: 10.30 a.m. at the carpark at the end of the road into Lake Elizabeth. From Forrest, take Station Street, then 
Henningan Rd to Kaanglang Rd. The Lake Elizabeth turnoff is on the left, approximately 7 km along this gravel 
track. Take care on the winding road and look out for cyclists crossing in several places. 


Finish: Around 3.00 p.m. 


Bring: A packed lunch to carry with you, drinks, snacks. 
Wet weather gear, solid footwear, hat, back-pack, binoculars, sunscreen, camera and field guides may all be 
useful. 


Contact Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au Phone contact during the event 0417 115 109 
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Coming events 


APRIL 2023 


4 AGM—Members Night: Rod Lowther—The 
Grasshopper family 

13-16 Fauna survey: Forrest/Lake Elizabeth 

15 Excursion: Forrest/Lake Elizabeth 

17 Meeting: New committee 

20 Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—Habitat creation for 

birds: One farm’s experience 

22 Brolga Flocking Season Survey—Trevor Hodson 

2/ Bird Group Excursion: Pt Addis and Ironbark Basin 

28-30 SEANA camp—Port Campbell (Timboon FNC} 

28-1 May City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 


MAY 2023 


2(Z) General Meeting: Guy Dutson—Fauna of PNG 

11-14 Fauna survey: Bellarine Nth zone, tiles; 
Moorabool R., camera 

13 eBird Global BIG day 

18 Bird Group: Birgita Hansen—Valuing Urban Wetlands 

project 

20-21 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

21 Excursion: Lake Connewearre private property 

22 Meeting: Environment Fund committee 

25 Bird Group Excursion: Eynesbury 

2/-28 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 
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